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Pictures from the 
miniboat saga in the 

Marshall Islands. 
Top left, the Liberty 
at Ailuk Elementary 

School in 2023. 
Top right, fourth 

graders at Barnes 
Elementary School 

with the Titanic 
Unsinkabear. 
Above, Wotje 

principal Lokjen 
Emos. 

Left, children with 
the Philbert in Mili 

in 2021. 
Right, the Titanic 
Unsinkabear on 

Eneko’s oceanside 
beach this month. 

Below left, the 
Panda Express in 
Wotje in January, 

2026. 

KAREN EARNSHAW
The fourth mini-boat to visit the 

Marshall Islands chose Eneko 
Island, in Majuro lagoon, which 
has resulted in a flip for the nor-
mal way of things in the Marshall 
Islands: An object floats into an 
outer atoll and one way or another 
it is sent to the officials in Majuro 
to deal with.

This will not be the case with the 
M/B Titanic Unsinkabear, which 
sailed thousands of miles across 
the Pacific, having been launched 
on January 5, 2026 220 miles 
west-southwest of San Diego by a 
bulk carrier. 

Instead, the “Unsinkabear” ar-
rived on the ocean beach at En-
eko Island in Majuro and is now 
on its way to Wotje and the expert 
hands of elementary school princi-
pal Lokjen Emos.

According to a press release 
from the Columbia River Maritime 
Museum in Oregon, which collab-
orates with the organization Edu-
cational Passages, fourth grade 
children at Oregon State’s Barnes 
Elementary School are the “crew” 
of the “Unsinkabear.”

“It was recovered in the Mar-
shall Islands on May 31, 2026, 
after three quiet months (at sea) 
… Its last report was on March 1, 
east of the Hawaiian islands, and 
while many feared the worst, this 
miniboat lived up to its name.” It 
was found on Eneko Island by “lo-
cal fishers.”

The release quoted Barnes El-
ementary Principal Seth Pack: 
“When our students launched the 
boat, they knew they were send-
ing a small boat on a big adven-
ture. Seeing it travel thousands 
of kilometers across the Pacific 
and reach the Marshall Islands is 
an incredible reminder that learn-
ing can take students farther than 
they ever imagined. 

“We are proud of our ‘Bears’ and 
grateful to our partners who make 
these hands-on experiences pos-
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sible.” The recovery of the boat 
comes six months after the M/B 
Panda Express grounded in Wotje 
Atoll and was taken to the school. 
The “Panda” was built in Oregon, 
facilitated by Oregon Coast STEM 
Hub and launched in November, 
2025. 

The first miniboat to arrive in 
RMI was the Liberty in November 
2020 which landed on Ailuk. The 
second, the Philbert, arrived in 
March 2021 in Mili.

To meet the vessel’s young cre-
ators and work on its expected re-
launch, Principal Lokjen and other 
Wotje folk were scheduled to take 
part in a video call this week that 
will also include Barnes Elemen-
tary students, Educational Pas-
sages members, and the Colum-
bia River Maritime Museum.

To see the track of the M/B Titan-
ic Unsinkabear’s voyage and learn 
more, visit: educationalpassages.
org/boats/titanicunsinkabear


